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LPO RE-CERTIFICATION  POLICY
Re-Certification. The Mexico Organic Products Guidelines stipulates the re-certification of organic products under the Mexican Organic Program, under Article 212.  This is applicable when an operation is currently certified under another organic program (ex. NOP, COR, JAS).  

The purpose of the Re-Certification procedure is to verify that a previously certified product is in compliance with the Mexico Organic Products Law and Regulations, and for the purpose of the product to be sold as organic within the Mexican Territory.   This means that the product can be labeled in compliance, sold as LPO organic or used as an LPO certified ingredient in products that will be labeled as LPO organic.      A certificate is issued by OCIA to the operation for auditing purposes to verify the origin and organic status under LPO by operations re-certified by OCIA.  

Organic Plan Recertification Checklist for Mexico.  Is a required form that is signed by the applicant in order to request the re-certification of a product or product lot.  The recertification checklist lists the documents that need to be submitted to OCIA along with the re-certification request.  
Who needs to be Re-certified?:

The last certified handler of organic product who physically handles the product.  This can be the farmer, broker, processor.   
Note: Brokers that do not physically handle organic product do not need to be re-certified, but keep in mind that the last certified operation that physically handles the product requires re-certification. 

The last certified handler must be re-certified and can request a product, product line or product lot to be recertified. 

Steps in the re-certification procedure:
1. The operation requesting re-certification of a product or product lot must be familiar with the Guidelines for the LPO program and LPO Labeling guideline (available on the OCIA Web Page in the Resource section).   Please make sure to verify compliance to the corresponding regulation and that the inputs/ingredients/processing aids/cleaning materials are listed in the National List of approved materials.

2. The recertification procedure is a DOCUMENTATION REVIEW procedure.   But due to this, any operation requesting the recertification of a product or product lot, must disclose all pertaining information regarding the certification of their operation/portion of operation and certified products.    It is extremely important for all documentation to be complete in order to carry out review of the re-certification application.   Requests that are incomplete will not be processed.  
3. Complete application documents as well as label samples for approval are necessary documents for ensuring a timely re-certification of products or product lots.

4. E-mail the re-certification application and supporting documentation to the OCIA International or the nearest Regional office. 

5. The information will be entered into the database and will be reviewed for compliance to the LPO program.   Additional requests for information, noncompliances may follow your initial application, please make sure to respond within the given timeframe to ensure the application for re-certification isn’t denied. 
6. Once compliance is verified, you will receive an LPO certificate listing the certified product/product line/product lot.

**As per the  “Miscellaneous that Establishes the Goods Whose Importation is Subject to Regulation by the Secretariat Of Agriculture and Rural Development, as well as the Issuance of the Certificate of Origin for the Export of Coffee”, all products labeled as “organic” that will be exported to Mexico, must be accompanied by a copy of the LPO organic certificate and a Transaction Certificate that proves that the product has been recertified to the LPO.   So it is important to request the Transaction Certificate as stipulated in the Transaction Certificate Policy (available on the OCIA Web Page in the Resource section)**
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