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	Standards and regulations require that organic production areas have distinct boundaries and buffer zones to prevent the unintended application of a prohibited substance or contact with a prohibited substance that is applied to adjoining land not under organic management. Adjoining land includes crop land, pastures, residential property, fallow land, etc. Buffer areas may change annually, depending on contamination potential from adjoining land uses. Crops within the required buffer zone must be left unharvested or harvested, stored, and disposed of as non-certified crop, with records kept of crop disposition. Please be sure to identify all buffer areas on field maps.

	1.  Are you familiar with the uses of the land adjoining your organic fields and do you watch for potential problems?


 NO YES  

	2.  What types of buffer zones (crop, tree lines, grass strips, etc.) do you maintain around your organic fields?

     

	3.  What is the width of the buffers?      

	4.  How are buffers managed?

      other (specify):  harvested     let stand     plowed down    

	5.  How do you monitor for crop contamination?

 photographs
 GMO testing
 residue analysis
 visual observation

      other (specify):  wind direction/speed data


	6.  How often do you monitor for crop contamination?

      other (specify):  as needed
 annually
 monthly
 weekly


	7.  Is there any potential for unintended contamination from run-off or waterways?
 NO
 YES  
If YES, please specify in which fields (and mark on your field maps).

     

	8.  Which of the following additional safeguards are used to prevent unintended contamination:
 None

Written notification to:  drainage commissions
 government/highway departments    
 aerial spray companies / airports
 Farm Service office     electric companies    
      other (specify): 

	9.  Have you posted “No Spray” signs along roadsides that adjoin organic fields?
 NO YES  

	10.  Do any fields or portions of fields flood frequently (more than once every ten years)?
 NO
 YES  
If YES, list field numbers.
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