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Guidance on EU Organic and Non-Organic Production 
Objective  

This guidance document is for operations that request European Union Organic Certification and manage mixed operations.  We define a mixed operation as one that manages only a portion of its land as EU-certified organic. (The other portion(s) may be conventional, in-conversion, or may be certified to non-EU organic standards (i.e. considered conventional under the EU).)  The EU allows that while the intent is for the entire enterprise to be managed organically, holding may be split into clearly and effectively separated production units for organic, in-conversion and non-organic production as long as certain requirements are followed that are outlined below. The EU regulations can also be found online at https://ocia.org/resources-2/standards-regulations/.
Definitions

Holdings: All of the production units under the control of the operator.

Parallel Production:  “Parallel production” occurs when an operator produces EU-organic crops that are not visually distinguishable from that operator’s conventional crops, in-conversion crops, or from that operator’s non-EU organic crops (e.g. EU-certified Hard Red Spring Wheat and COR-certified Hard Red Spring Wheat).

Production Unit:   An entity that maintains its own financial, production and harvest records.   

Transition:  

Annuals:  The 24 months required preceding the planting of an EU-organic crop during which the field must be managed in full compliance with the EU Equivalent Standards.  The beginning date of transition is the last date of application of an EU-prohibited substance.

Perennials:  The 36 months required preceding the harvest of the EU-organic crop during which the field must be managed in full compliance with the EU Equivalent Standards.  The beginning date of transition is the last date of application of an EU-prohibited substance.
Grower groups:
Grower groups may grow visually indistinguishable organic and non-organic crops on fields that are in conversion, but the operations must have conversion plans in place and measures in place to keep transitional crop separate throughout harvest and post-harvest.  A copy of the plans and measures must be provided to OCIA.  Under this scenario, the EU Regulations do not view non-organic and organic crops as parallel production, as otherwise the group would never be able to add new transitional members, so the organic crops may be certified as “organic.”
Guidance
A holding may be split into clearly and effectively separated production units for organic, in-conversion and non-organic production (including production certified to other organic programs) as long as different plant varieties that can be easily differentiated are involved. 
An exception to the above is for perennial crops which require a cultivation period of at least three years, different varieties that cannot be easily differentiated, or the same varieties, may be involved.

Such perennial crops may be grown during a conversion period that ends as soon as possible but is a maximum of five-year. There is also a conversion plan in place, approved by OCIA. 
The operation must keep the products used for the organic and in-conversion production units separate from those used for the non-organic production units, keep the products produced by the organic, in-conversion and non-organic production units separate from each other, and maintain separate records to show the effective separate of production units and products.

Buffer zone harvest is not considered parallel production, but the audit trail must verify that the buffer zone was segregated from the organic product.  Any crop can be planted as a buffer. 
Segregation must be guaranteed and inspection must be performed on the conventional production unit of the operation. 
The certified operations must contact OCIA at least 48 hours in advance of the harvest of products in parallel production. After harvest is complete, the operation must provide OCIA documentation to show exact quantities harvested on the units concerned and of the measures applied to separate the products.* 

The conversion plan and the measures to be taken to ensure the effective and clear separation shall be confirmed each year by OCIA.


For EU Certification, all farmable land, all premises, all purchase and collection centers—including those used for non-organic production within the operator’s holding is inspected. 

* These requirements shall not apply in the case of research and educational centers, plant nurseries, seed multipliers and breeding operations.
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