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Guidance on UK Split and Parallel Production 
Objective  

This guidance document is for operations that request UK Organic Certification and manage mixed operations.  We define a mixed operation as one that manages only a portion of its land as UK-certified organic. (The other portion(s) may be conventional or may be certified to non-UK organic standards.) Livestock is excluded from this guidance as it is not within the scope of UK certification offered by OCIA.  The intent of the Regulations is that the entire enterprise should be managed organically.  OCIA provides certification to the UK Program consistent with this intent.  However, OCIA acknowledges that UK certification of the entire enterprise is not always possible.  This document is designed to provide guidance to operations on how OCIA will apply the IACB Equivalent European Union Organic Production Processing Standard for Third Countries when reviewing applications from mixed operations. Please note the exception for grower groups at the end of the document.
Definitions

Farmable Land:  All land that is being used to produce a harvestable product or is a part of a rotation that includes harvestable products.  Land that is utilized solely for personal use (i.e. garden) or is outside of the OCIA’s UK scope (i.e. pasture, hay, or forage for on-farm livestock) is not included.    

Holdings: All of the production units under the control of the operator.

Parallel Production:  “Parallel production” occurs when an operator produces UK-organic crops that are not visually distinguishable from that operator’s conventional crops or from that operator’s non-UK organic crops (e.g. UK-certified Hard Red Spring Wheat and COR-certified Hard Red Spring Wheat).

Production Unit:   A separate legal entity that maintains its own financial, production and harvest records.  Rented land that is a part of the UK-certified production unit must be certified organic or transitioned to organic with the exceptions as defined under “Rented Land”.

Rented Land:  Land that is rented/leased from a separate entity.  Leased land on the same production unit is subject to all production requirements with the following exceptions:

1. The land is on a separate production unit.

2. The lessee requires that the land be managed conventionally.  The certified organic lessor must be able to provide written documentation attesting to this (e.g. lease agreement, written statement from the lessee, etc.).

3. The lease for the specific parcel of land is a short term lease, less than three years.  
Split Production:   “Split production” occurs when an operator produces UK-organic crops that are visually distinguishable from the same operator’s non-organic crops (e.g., UK-organic yellow corn and conventional white corn) or from the same operator’s non-UK certified organic crops (e.g., UK-organic yellow corn and NOP-organic white corn). 

A split-production operator’s UK-organic crops must be produced in separate “production units” from any non-organic crops. An exception to this rule is that non-organic crops on land that is being transitioned to any organic program may be included in the same production unit with UK-certified crops. A split-production operator’s UK-organic crops may be produced in the same “production unit” with other crops that are certified organic but not UK organic. [See the definition of “production units” for more information.]

Transition:  

Annuals:  The 24 months required preceding the planting of an UK-organic crop during which the field must be managed in full compliance with the UK Equivalent Standards.  The beginning date of transition is the last date of application of an UK-prohibited substance.

Perennials:  The 36 months required preceding the harvest of the UK-organic crop during which the field must be managed in full compliance with the UK Equivalent Standards.  The beginning date of transition is the last date of application of an UK-prohibited substance.
Grower groups:
Grower groups may grow visually indistinguishable organic and non-organic crops on fields that are in conversion, but the operations must have conversion plans in place and measures in place to keep transitional crop separate throughout harvest and post-harvest.  A copy of the plans and measures must be provided to OCIA.  Under this scenario, the Regulations do not view non-organic in transition and organic crops as parallel production, so the organic crops may be certified as “organic.”
Guidance

· For UK certification split production is permitted. For additional information and clarification, please see the definition of “split production” above.

· For UK certification parallel production is not permitted, with the following exceptions:

a. Perennial crops during a stepped conversion of a maximum five-year period; conversion plan in place (to be completed within 5 years)

· Measures are taken to ensure segregation of organic & non-organic products;

· The conversion plan is approved by OCIA

b. Research crops

c. Crops producing propagation material

d. Grassland crops only for grazing 

e. Buffer zone harvest is not considered parallel production, but the audit trail must verify that the buffer zone was segregated from the organic product.  Any crop can be planted as a buffer. 
In each case, segregation must be guaranteed and inspection must be performed on the conventional production unit of the operation. 
The certified operations must contact OCIA at least 48 hours in advance of the harvest of products in parallel production. After harvest is complete, the operation must provide OCIA documentation to show exact quantities harvested on the units concerned and of the measures applied to separate the products. 
For additional information and clarification, please see the definition of “parallel production” above and section 6.3 of the IACB Equivalent European Union Organic Production & Processing Standard for Third Countries.
· For UK Certification, all farmable land within the operator’s holding is inspected. 
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