OCIA  INTERNATIONAL  CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

ANNUAL DECLARATION


I will not take part in any inspection or decision-making during the certification process where I have a conflict of interest. 
     

     



Print Full Name
Print Farm or Business Name

     

     



Signature
Organic certifier of Farm or Business (if applicable)

     

     


Month/Date/Year
Operator Number (if applicable)

     



Chapter Name (if applicable)

Please check all that apply to you:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
_________  OCIA Committee Member:       

 FORMCHECKBOX 
_________  Board of Directors:      



Print Committee Name
Print Board Name

 FORMCHECKBOX 
_________  OCIA-Approved Inspector
 FORMCHECKBOX 
_________  Staff Member:       



List Company/Organization Here

 FORMCHECKBOX 
_________  Other (specify):       


The purpose of this form is to demonstrate objectivity and impartiality in all decision making or prior to conducting inspections to be in compliance with the Conflict of Interest Procedure. Breach of Conflict of Interest will be addressed as indicated in the Procedure.
This form must be completed and signed ANNUALLY, or upon appointment or involvement as an inspector or with decision-making body, such as a newly approved inspector, newly hired Certification Specialist, or a committee. 

Please answer the following questions completely and accurately.  This form must be submitted to OCIA International. You must exclude yourself from any inspection or decision-making process until you have submitted this form.  
	YES


	NO


	Direct Interests or Affiliations
You have a direct conflict of interest if you have a direct personal or financial stake in the outcome of a decision.  When you have a direct conflict of interest, you must be excluded from work, discussion and decision-making in the inspection and certification process of that entity.  For inspections, OCIA must clearly record the conflict of interest. During meetings, your exclusion must be clearly reflected in the minutes.

	   
	   
	1. I understand that I must refrain from discussion and decision-making on my own farm, business and/or employer’s operation. 

	   
	   
	2. I understand that I am not permitted to accept payment, gifts, or favors of any kind, other than prescribed fees from any operation inspected or reviewed.  However, voluntary labor by certified operations for OCIA International or an OCIA chapter is permitted.

	   
	   
	3. Do you or any immediate family* members have any organic food- or organic agriculture-related business interests? (other than your own operation if certified)  If yes, please list:

     
*Immediate family means your spouse, minor children, or blood relatives who reside in your immediate household.


	   
	   
	4. Do you purchase certified organic products from certified operators or applicants for resale?  If yes, please list those from whom you purchase:
     

	   
	   
	5. Have any certified organic operators or applicants paid you as a consultant?  Or have you hired any certified organic operators or applicants to serve as a paid consultant to you?  If yes, please list:

     


	   
	   
	6. I understand that I am not permitted to give advice or provide consulting services for overcoming identified barriers to certification.



	   
	   
	7. I understand that I am not permitted to be involved in the certification process for any operator that I have inspected within the last two years.

	   
	   
	8. Are you an owner, partner or member of the Board of Directors of any entity that is seeking/renewing organic certification?  (other than your own operation if certified) If yes, please list:

     


	   
	   
	9. Are you a contract grower or contract processor for any certified organic operator or applicant?  Or do you have any contract growers, contract processors, or contract grower groups applying for or renewing organic certification?  If yes, please list:

     


	   
	   
	10. Have you been directly employed by an Organic certifier in the last two years (excluding contract employment and direct employment by OCIA)?.  If yes, please list: 
     

	   
	   
	11. Do you have any other direct interests or affiliations?  If yes, please list:

     


	YES
	NO
	Indirect Interests or Affiliations

You may have a connection with an applicant that creates a perceived or indirect conflict of interest.  These are situations where you do not have a direct personal or financial stake in the outcome of a decision, but your connection to the applicant could still hamper your ability to be objective.  You must present any indirect interests to OCIA or the committee, before accepting an inspection assignment or before discussion and vote on the file.  OCIA or the committee will first determine if you must be excluded before proceeding to discuss and making a decision on the file. For inspections, OCIA must clearly record the conflict of interest. For decisions, the committee’s determination must be clearly reflected in the minutes.

	   
	   
	1. Are any family member(s) applying for or renewing organic certification?  If yes, please list their names and farms or processing plants:

     

	   
	   
	2. Have you rented, shared, or hired equipment, facilities or incidental labor from or to an organic applicant over the past year?  If yes, please list by name:

     

	   
	   
	3. Do you regularly purchase organic  products from a certified operators or applicant? (example Livestock  feed, products for personal use, seed)  If yes, please list by name: 

     

	   
	   
	4. Do you have any other indirect interests or affiliations?  If yes, please list by name:

     

	YES
	NO
	Incidental Interests

You may have a bias, opinion or attitude that may be perceived to influence your work, discussion, or decisions.  You will not be excluded from work, discussion or vote because of this, but you must declare these interests.  Your incidental interests or biases must be reflected in the official minutes of the committee.

	   
	   
	1. Do you have any views or biases that could be perceived as influencing your work or discussions? Include farming practices that you strongly like or dislike.  If yes, please list.
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